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INTRODUCTION 


HE  PURPOSE  of  this  genealogy  has  been,  quite  simply,  to 
locate  and  place  as  many  Detmolds  as  possible  in  a  single, 
continuous  family  tree,  and  to  trace  the  family  back  to  its  origins 
as  far  as  present  records  permit.  With  this  objective  in  mind,  certain 
limits,  which  are  purely  arbitrary,  have  been  placed  upon  this 
work.  In  genealogy,  the  best  practice  seems  to  be  to  give  birth 
places  and  marriage  sites.  I  have  overlooked  this  requirement  be¬ 
cause  the  Detmold  name  has  proved  to  be  of  such  relative  rarity 
that  nearly  all  persons  with  the  name  have,  after  investigation,  been 
found  to  be  members  of  our  family.  The  possibility  of  several  Det¬ 
mold  families  does  not  seem  to  exist,  and  this  makes  such  informa¬ 
tion  inessential  to  my  purpose.  1533300 


Additionally  I  have  restricted  this  work  to  persons  named 
Detmold.  Because  of  this,  the  children  of  a  female  member  of  the 
family  are  listed  only  under  that  person’s  name  and  do  not  have 
separate  main  entries.  I  have  set  a  further  limit  in  restricting  such 
information  to  two  generations  in  an  effort  to  prevent  my  records 
from  becoming  too  large  and  from  straying  too  far  afield.  Finally, 
except  for  passing  reference  in  the  biographical  sketches  which  follow 
some  of  the  main  entries,  I  have  not  attempted  to  give  much  in¬ 
formation  about  the  wives  (or  husbands)  of  the  various  Detmolds. 


The  effort  to  trace  the  origin  of  the  family  name  has  been 
a  major  objective  of  my  research  for  two  reasons.  The  first  is  that 
we  know  historically  that  Detmold  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  earliest 
names  in  Germany.  Hermann  Detmold,  known  to  the  Romans  as 
Arminius,  inflicted  the  first  defeat  in  history  by  barbarian  forces 
upon  legionnary  troops  when,  in  the  year  9  A.D.,  at  the  battle  of 
Teutoburger  Wald,  forces  commanded  by  Hermann  destroyed  the 
Roman  Legions  commanded  by  Varus.  The  Detmold  family  resided 
in  northwest  Germany,  in  the  small  principality  named  after  its 
rulers.  In  the  late  eleventh  century,  this  principality  was  declared 
vacant  by  Henry  II,  Holy  Roman  Emperor,  and  “king”  of  Germany, 
and  was  awarded  by  him  to  the  bishops  of  Paderborn.  From  them, 


it  descended  by  marriage  to  the  Lippe  family,  and  the  town  of  Det- 
mold  became  the  capital  of  the  combined  principality  of  Lippe-Det- 
mold.  In  1350,  following  the  practice  of  the  times,  the  town  which 
had  grown  up  centuries  before  on  the  site  of  the  family  castle,  was 
given  a  formal  charter  and  raised  to  the  rank  of  a  city. 

What  happened  to  the  original  family  is  not  known,  and  may 
of  course  never  be  discovered.  Under  the  rules  of  medieval  feudal¬ 
ism,  there  are  many  reasons  why  a  fief,  such  as  the  Detmolds  held 
of  the  Emperor,  could  be  declared  vacant  and  forfeit.  Two  of  these 
reasons  are  that  the  family  might  have  died  out,  or  that  it  produced 
only  female  heirs,  who  under  the  rules  of  primogeniture  would  be 
incapable  of  inheriting  and  holding  a  fief.  If  either  of  these  reasons 
lay  behind  the  award  of  the  principality  to  the  bishops  of  Pader- 
born — and  there  are  many  other  possible  explanations — then  any 
connection  between  the  old  family  and  the  present  one  does  not 
exist. 


A  second  reason  for  my  effort  to  trace  the  original  family 
arises  out  of  a  suspicion  held  by  several  members  of  our  family 
that  our  name  was  assumed  at  some  time  in  the  past.  Evidence 
now  at  hand,  while  decidedly  inconclusive,  tends  to  disprove  such  a 
story.  Two  separate  tales  of  assumed  names  were  specifically  proven 
false.  One  was  that  Johann  Detmold  (#5)  had  changed  his  name 
when  he  changed  his  religion.  As  the  records  reveal,  this  was  not 
the  case.  The  other  was  that  William  Ernest  Detmold  (#A2)  as¬ 
sumed  his  name  from  the  city  of  his  birth  when  he  emigrated  to 
Australia.  William  was  born  in  Hanover,  not  in  Detmold,  we  learn, 
and  his  father’s  name  also  was  Detmold.  As  far  back  as  our  records 
currently  take  us,  only  to  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century 
at  present,  there  is  no  evidence  of  a  change  of  name.  Yet  we  must 
admit  the  possibility  of  such  an  event.  The  early  family  was  Jewish, 
as  indeed  some  segments  of  it  may  still  be.  Among  the  Jews  of 
Germany,  the  use  of  place  names  for  family  names  was  common. 
In  this  genealogy  we  find  the  Oppenheims  (later  spelled  Oppen- 
heimer),  the  Bielefelds,  the  Gottingens,  the  Halberstadts,  the  Ha- 
melns,  and  possibly  of  course,  the  Detmolds.  There  is  this  strong 
possibility  that  our  name  was  assumed  at  some  time  in  the  past. 
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The  contrary  evidence  is,  in  my  opinion,  even  stronger.  The 
earliest  member  of  the  family,  Joseph  Detmold  (#1),  does  not 
himself  appear  to  have  been  Jewish.  Had  he  been,  his  records  would 
have  been  included  among  those  of  the  Old  Synagogue  in  Hanover 
whence  comes  our  other  information.  They  are  not  found  there. 
When  we  note  that  the  records  for  Johann  Detmold  (#5),  and  his 
wife,  Friederike  Oppenheimer,  both  born  Jews,  were  expunged  from 
the  books  when  they  converted  to  Lutheranism,  the  significance  of 
the  omission  of  Joseph’s  dates  becomes  more  obvious.  Yet  if 
Joseph  was  not  Jewish,  why  were  his  children  raised  as  Jews?  I 
can  suggest  an  obvious  answer:  his  wife  was  Jewish,  and  their 
children  were  brought  up  in  her  faith.  The  critics  of  this  theory 
can  point  out  that  we  do  not  even  know  the  name  of  Joseph’s  wife, 
much  less  her  dates.  Following  the  same  reasoning,  why  do  we 
not  conclude  that  she,  too,  was  not  Jewish?  Perhaps  the  omission 
of  information  about  Joseph’s  wife  can  be  traced  to  the  possibility 
that  she  was  not  a  native  Hanoverian,  but  came  from  another  town. 
In  that  case,  her  records  would  be  found  elsewhere  than  in  Hanover, 
since  she  might  never  have  joined  the  local  synagogue.  We  should 
also  note  that  the  records  were  not  always  complete  for  women, 
but  were  much  more  complete  for  men.  We  thus  might  expect  to 
lose  track  of  an  occasional  woman,  hut  rarely  a  man.  The  Hanover 
records  trace  the  Jews  from  the  establishment  of  the  ghetto  in  the 
fourteenth  century  under  the  Oppenheims.  If  Joseph  was  a  member 
of  that  community,  he  would  have  been  included  in  its  records. 
Yet  the  records  of  the  Detmolds  begin  with  his  sons. 

It  is  possible  that  Joseph  moved  from  another  town  to  Ha¬ 
nover,  and  that  his  records  could  be  found  elsewhere.  Even  if  this 
were  the  case,  it  would  seem  strange  that  Joseph  would  not  have 
joined  the  local  parish,  since  we  are  told  that  he  was  an  important 
member  of  the  community.  Had  he  become  a  member  of  the  sy¬ 
nagogue,  we  would  expect  to  find  records  of  his  death,  and  these 
we  lack.  Our  source  for  this  early  family  history  clearly  implies 
that  the  Detmolds  were  long  established  in  Hanover.  When  we  con¬ 
sider  the  problems  of  tracing  the  family,  it  is  important  to  keep  in 
mind  the  restrictions  on  movement  in  the  middle  ages.  In  the  time 
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of  serfdom,  only  the  nobility  was  free  to  move  about  the  country  at 
will.  The  freemen  of  the  towns,  called  burghers,  could  also  move 
with  reasonable  freedom,  but  they  did  so  only  if  in  so  doing  they 
would  not  lose  their  rights  as  freemen  (burgage  rights) .  Thus  they 
first  had  to  be  sure  that  they  would  be  accepted  as  burghers  in 
the  new  town  and  would  have  full  burgage  rights. 

Each  town  kept  careful  lists  of  its  burghers,  adding  annual 
supplements  giving  the  names  of  the  new  burghers  who  were  granted 
burgage  rights.  These  neuburger  lists  have  been  published  for 
Hanover  covering  the  years  from  1300  to  1699.  By  consulting 
these  lists,  I  have  determined  that  no  one  named  Detmold  moved 
to  Hanover  during  the  four  centuries  covered  by  the  Hanover  neu¬ 
burger  rolls.  This  fact  forces  us  to  make  one  of  four  conclusions: 
(1)  that  the  Detmolds  moved  to  Hanover  before  1300;  (2)  that 
they  moved  after  1700;  (3)  that  they  moved  during  this  period, 
but  under  a  different  name  and  changed  that  name  to  Detmold  at 
a  later  date;  or  (4)  that  as  members  of  the  nobility  they  could 
have  arrived  at  any  time  and  would  never  have  appeared  on  the 
neuburger  lists. 

In  examining  these  possibilities  we  can  dispose  of  the  third 
one  most  easily.  The  only  person  shown  as  having  come  from  the 
town  of  Detmold  during  the  period  covered  by  the  lists  was  a  tailor, 
and  he  did  not  happen  to  be  a  Jew.  Further,  the  evidence  reviewed 
earlier  tends  to  rule  out  the  possibility  of  a  change  of  name  in  any 
case.  The  second  conclusion  cannot  be  eliminated  except  by  in¬ 
direction.  Joseph,  having  been  born  at  about  the  time  the  published 
neuburger  lists  end,  could  not  have  made  the  move  himself  during 
that  period.  Yet  as  stated  earlier,  our  source  implies  that  the 
Detmolds  were  a  long  established  family  in  Hanover.  The  first  and 
fourth  possibilities  really  go  together,  and  will  be  discussed  jointly. 

When  the  family  fief  was  forfeited  to  Henry  II,  it  might 
have  been  for  reasons  other  than  extinction  of  the  family  name. 
Those  were  troubled  times  in  Germany  at  the  end  of  the  eleventh 
century;  it  was  really  a  period  of  civil  war.  It  is  extremely  possible 
that  the  family  lost  its  holdings  because  of  war  and  conquest.  The 
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original  Detmolds  were  of  the  noble  class;  the  fact  that  they  held 
a  fief  of  the  emperor  is  evidence  of  this  since  in  feudal  society, 
only  the  nobility  could  obtain  a  fief  with  its  manorial  lands. 
When  a  noble  family  lost  its  fief,  it  did  not  become  enslaved  in 
normal  circumstances.  Nor  did  that  family  lose  its  noble  rank.  In 
the  early  middle  ages,  a  dispossessed  noble  was  likely  to  become 
the  vassal  of  another  lord,  taking  from  him  a  new  fief.  In  the  later 
middle  ages,  as  the  royal  power  became  stronger,  the  kings  of 
Europe  gradually  put  an  end  to  this  practice,  forcing  many  noble 
families  to  find  new  ways  of  livelihood.  One  such  way  which  was 
open  to  such  families  was  to  go  to  the  cities  and  towns,  and  there 
to  join  in  the  growing  business  community.  We  have  many  re¬ 
cords  of  cases  where  this  happened,  and  it  could  have  happened 
to  the  Detmolds.  At  first,  these  families  retained  their  noble  status, 
but  gradually  over  the  years,  they  were  absorbed  into  the  growing 
middle  class.  During  the  time  we  are  considering,  the  fourteenth 
to  the  seventeenth  centuries,  a  noble  family  moving  to  Hanover 
would  not  have  been  recorded  on  the  neuburger  lists.  Thus  it  is 
possible  that  the  family  did  come  to  Hanover,  but  that  it  is  not  re¬ 
corded  where  we  can  find  the  records. 

By  the  eighteenth  century,  it  is  clear  that  the  Detmolds  were 
no  longer  members  of  the  noble  classes.  From  our  records,  we  are 
certain  that  they  were  members  of  the  business  community  of  Ha¬ 
nover.  But  I  believe  that  the  family  with  the  oldest  name  in  German 
history  still  exists  in  today’s  family.  I  do  not  think  this  will  be  easy 
to  prove,  and  in  fact,  it  may  be  impossible,  for  the  necessary  re¬ 
cords  may  have  been  lost  long  ago  in  the  middle  ages.  Even  so, 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  when  the  family  lost  its  fief  at  the  end  of 
the  eleventh  century,  that  it  then  moved  to  Hanover,  where  our  re¬ 
cords  now  begin.  Admittedly,  this  belief  is  founded  on  negative 
evidence.  As  such,  the  first  particle  of  contrary  positive  evidence 
showing,  for  example,  a  change  of  name,  will  destroy  the  entire 
structure  on  which  my  belief  is  based.  But  until  that  new  evidence 
is  presented,  I  prefer  to  hold  to  the  single-family  line  of  reasoning. 
Perhaps  another  person  will  take  delight  in  proving  me  wrong. 
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Leaving  the  question  of  what  we  might  have  been,  I  come  to 
the  matter  of  what  the  Detmolds  are.  As  shown  by  the  known  re¬ 
cords,  the  Detmolds  are  mainly  professional  men.  We  number  law¬ 
yers,  doctors,  engineers,  and  artists  among  the  family,  and  we  also 
have  a  number  of  highly  successful  businessmen.  Being  mainly  well- 
to-do,  many  Detmolds  have  enjoyed  the  profits  of  a  college  educa¬ 
tion,  and  Gottingen  University  seems  to  have  been  our  early  home. 
Whether  any  members  of  the  family  live  in  Germany  today  is  not 
known.  We  lost  touch  with  our  German  cousins  just  prior  to  the 
Second  World  War,  and  it  has  not  been  re-established.  What  would 
have  happened  to  them  in  Nazi  Germany  with  their  strong  Jewish 
background  is  not  pleasant  to  contemplate.  The  present  family,  as 
now  constituted,  divides  into  three  branches,  none  of  which  I  have 
yet  been  able  to  connect. 

The  group  that  has  the  oldest  roots  in  Germany,  I  call  the 
Main  Branch.  An  equally  large  group  of  Detmolds,  founded  by  an 
emigrant  to  Australia,  I  call  obviously  enough,  the  Australian 
Branch.  Since  both  groups  come  from  Hanover,  and  were  living  in 
the  city  at  the  same  time,  I  believe  them  to  be  related  but  as  yet 
do  not  know  the  actual  link.  Obvious  gaps  in  the  family  records  for 
the  Main  Branch  suggest  where  those  links  might  be  found.  Further, 
there  is  a  story  in  the  Australian  Branch  that  its  earliest  known 
member  was  a  Wilhelm  Detmold  who  was  the  court  veterinarian  to 
Frederick  the  Great.  While  we  know  of  a  William  Detmold  who  was 
a  physician,  he  does  not  seem  to  be  the  same  man.  There  is,  how¬ 
ever,  a  Josephus  Herz  Detmold  who  was  a  veterinarian,  and  who 
might  be  the  connecting  link  between  the  branches.  His  middle  name 
suggests  an  obvious  link  to  the  Main  Branch.  The  third  group  of 
Detmolds,  much  smaller  than  the  other  two,  derives  from  a  Detmold 
who  emigrated  from  Lippe  to  England.  I  call  this  the  English 
Branch,  and  my  records  for  this  group  do  not  yet  go  back  far 
enough  for  me  to  have  any  clear  idea  about  a  connecting  link. 
Even  so,  I  remain  convinced  that  we  are  all  one  and  the  same 
family. 
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In  closing  I  wish  to  comment  on  the  technical  procedure  which 
I  have  followed  in  this  genealogy  for  those  to  whom  these  matters 
are  obscure.  Each  member  of  the  family  has  been  assigned  a  ge- 
nealogic  number  according  to  his  place  in  the  family  tree.  A  quick 
study  of  the  bare  lists  will  reveal  more  quickly  than  any  wordy 
explanation  just  how  this  works.  Each  name  is  given  in  full,  and 
is  followed  by  a  small  number  which  indicates  the  generation  to 
which  that  person  belongs.  After  this,  there  follows  in  parenthesis 
the  dates  of  birth  and  death,  and  finally,  also  in  parenthesis,  the 
genealogic  number  for  that  person’s  father,  which  makes  it  easy  to 
trace  anyone’s  ancestry.  After  the  main  heading  comes  data  on  the 
marriage,  giving  date  of  marriage,  full  name  of  spouse,  and  the 
spouse’s  dates  of  birth  and  death.  The  next  line  lists  the  children  in 
chronologic  order.  If  the  children  bear  the  family  name  of  Detmold, 
being  children  of  a  male  member  of  the  family,  then  only  the  given 
names,  generation  number,  and  genealogic  number  are  given.  Fur¬ 
ther  information  about  each  such  child  will  be  found  under  a  se¬ 
parate  main  entry,  which  can  be  located  quickly  by  use  of  the  ge¬ 
nealogic  number.  If  the  children  bear  a  different  family  name,  being 
children  of  a  female  member  of  the  familv.  then  full  information  as 
in  a  main  entry  is  given  for  each  such  child.  With  the  listing  of 
information  about  the  second  generation  of  such  a  collateral  line, 
the  entry  ends. 

There  are  bound  to  be  gaps  in  my  knowledge  at  this  point. 
I  have  tried  to  point  out  such  gaps,  and  to  indicate  any  matters  of 
doubt  in  the  biographical  notes  which  follow  beneath  a  main  entry. 
I  frequently  do  not  know  full  names  or  complete  dates,  and  com¬ 
monly  lack  information  about  marriages  and  children.  Unless  a  date 
of  death  is  indicated,  it  means  that  that  person  is  either  known  or 
assumed  to  be  still  living.  At  the  end  of  the  genealogy,  there  is  a 
list  of  several  Detmolds  whom  I  have  been  unable  to  fit  into  the 
family  tree,  giving  in  full  such  information  as  I  now  possess  about 
them.  Information,  if  aify  exists,  about  these  “problem”  Detmolds 
will  be  particularly  welcome.  Finally  may  I  say  that  I  hope  that 
everyone  reading  this  geneology  will  feel  free  to  correct  its  errors 
and  assumptions,  and  to  supply  new  and  missing  information  to 
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me.  It  is  my  hope  that  this  work  will  spur  research  among  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family,  and  will  result  in  many  members  at  least  giving 
me  information  about  themselves  which  I  now  lack.  I  hope  that  the 
results  of  any  research  will  be  communicated  to  me  for  inclusion  in 
a  later,  and  I  hope  more  complete,  genealogy  planned  to  follow  this 
opening  effort. 


New  York  City,  March  1957. 
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GTHE)  DETMOkD 


THE  MAIN  BRANCH 

FIRST  GENERATION 

1.  JOSEPH'  DETMOLD  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?) 

Married:  ?? 

Children:  I  Moses2  -  #2 

II  Isaac2  -  #3 

III  Herz  Hameln2  -  #4 

Not  much  is  known  about  Joseph,  except  the  names  of  his  sons. 
We  can  postulate  his  dates  as  being  from  the  beginning  of  the 
eighteenth  century  (about  1700)  to  the  mid  part  of  that  era 
(about  1760).  The  question  of  his  origins  has  been  discussed 
in  the  introduction. 


SECOND  GENERATION 

2.  MOSES2  DETMOLD  (b.  ?  -  d.  12  August  1792)  (#1) 

Married:  Sorchen  Oppenheimer  (b.  ?  -  d.  27  April  1773) 
Children:  I  Johann3  -  #5 
II  Wolf3  -  #6 

We  are  told  that  Moses  was  the  most  distinguished  member  of 
the  family,  though  not  for  which  reasons.  His  wife,  Sorchen, 
was  a  member  of  the  oldest  family  of  Jews  in  Hanover,  the 
Oppenheims,  who  at  about  this  time  began  to  spell  the  name 
Oppenheimer. 
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3.  ISAAC2  DETMOLD  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?)  (#1) 

Married:  Bella  Bielefeld  (b.  ?  -  d.  3  February  1792) 
Children:  I  Jacob3  -  #7 
II  Wolf3  -  #8 

The  dates  for  Isaac  have  been  lost,  as  has  the  site  of  his  grave. 
The  problem  of  the  confusion  between  his  children  and  those 
of  his  brothers  is  discussed  in  the  section  on  sources.  There 
is  an  Isaac  Herz  Detmold  listed  among  the  “miscellaneous” 
Detmolds  who  could  be  this  same  man. 

4.  HERZ  HAMELN2  DETMOLD 
(b.  ?  -  d.  3  April  1803)  (#1) 

Married:  Bela  ? 

Children:  I  Jacob3  ■  #9 

II  Treinchen3  -  #10 

III  Hanna3  -  #11 

IV  Bliimchen3  -  #  12 

Herz,  his  wife,  and  his  two  eldest  children  are  buried  at 
Hameln,  Germany. 


THIRD  GENERATION 


5.  JOHANN3  DETMOLD  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?)  (#2) 

Married:  Friederike  Oppenheimer  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?) 
Children:  I  Johann  Hermann  Antoine4  -  #13 

II  William  Ludwig4  -  #14 

III  Christian  Edward4  -  #15 


Johann  married  his  first  cousin,  his  mother’s  niece.  This 
marriage  was  openly  opposed  in  both  family  and  church 
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circles,  and  was  a  continuing  source  of  friction.  It  led  ul¬ 
timately  to  Johann’s  break  with  the  Jewish  religion,  when 
during  a  drive  for  converts  by  the  north  German  Lutherans, 
he  and  his  family  became  Christians.  From  internal  evidence 
we  can  assume  that  this  took  place  sometime  between  1808  and 
1810,  since  his  third  son  was  named  Christian,  apparently  in 
commemoration  of  this  change.  Johann  was  well  liked  and  re¬ 
spected  in  Hanover,  but  because  of  his  conversion,  all  his 
dates  have  been  expunged  from  the  records  of  the  synagogue, 
and  are  presently  unknown  to  me.  Johann  was  a  physician, 
ultimately  court  physician  to  the  King  of  Hanover,  and  sub¬ 
sequently  a  privy  councilor.  In  1812  he  was  elected  to  the 
medical  association  of  Hanover,  and  remained  a  member  until 
at  least  1840.  He  also  appears  to  have  had  artistic  talent. 

6.  WOLF3  DETMOLD  (b.  ?  -  d.  18  August  1777)  (#2) 

Almost  nothing  is  known  about  the  younger  son  of  Moses 
other  than  that  he  is  supposed  to  have  died  in  infancy  and  to 
have  been  much  mourned  by  his  family.  The  question  of  the 
probable  confusion  of  names  and  identity  between  this  Det- 
mold  and  the  next  three  is  discussed  fully  in  the  section  on 
sources. 

7.  JACOB3  DETMOLD  (b.  1779  -  d.  ?)  (#3) 

The  date  given  for  Jacob’s  birth,  and  that  given  for  his  bro¬ 
ther,  Wolf  (#8),  are  particularly  perplexing,  since  they  would 
make  both  men  much  younger  than  any  other  members  of  this 
generation.  In  addition,  we  should  note  that  these  are  the  only 
two  cases  where  the  dates  of  birth  are  given.  In  view  of  these 
considerations,  I  believe  we  should  consider  the  possibility  that 
these  dates  actually  refer  to  dates  of  death,  and  that  both  men 
(excluding  the  question  of  possible  duplication  of  names  di¬ 
scussed  elsewhere)  therefore  died  unmarrried  in  their  youth. 

8.  WOLF3  DETMOLD  (b.  1789  -  d.  ?)  (#3) 

See  the  discussion  under  Jacob  (#7),  and  in  the  section  on 


115} 


sources  for  the  problems  surrounding  this  man.  There  is  a 
Wolf  Herz  Detmold  among  the  “miscellaneous”  Detmolds  who 
might  really  be  this  person. 

9.  JACOB3  DETMOLD  (b.  ?  -  d.  31  January  1767)  (#4) 

We  are  told  that  the  eldest  child  of  Herz  Hameln  Detmold 
died  in  his  youth  of  “incessant  studies.”  He  is  buried  at 
Hameln,  Germany. 

10.  TREINCHEN3  DETMOLD 
(b.  ?  -  d.  16  April  1802)  (#4) 

Married:  ?? 

This  is  the  first  female  listed  in  the  genealogy.  We  know 
that  she  married,  but  not  to  whom,  and  that  she  died  in 
childbirth.  We  do  not  know  if  her  child  survived,  but  in  that 
age,  it  is  doubtful.  She,  too,  is  buried  at  Hameln. 

11.  HANNA3  DETMOLD  (b.  ?  -  d.  3  April  1813)  (#4) 

Married:  Jacob  Gottingen  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?) 

Hanna’s  husband  was  the  first  City  Inspector  of  Hanover.  As 
far  as  is  known,  she  had  no  children. 


12.  BLUMCHEN3  DETMOLD 
(b.  ?  -  d.  13  July  1820)  (#4) 

Married:  David  Jaques  (Halberstadt)  (b.  ?  -  d.)  1 
February  1841) 

Children:  I  Friederike  Jacques4  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?) 

Married:  Baron  Johann  Ludwig  Ferdinand  von 
Uslar-Gleichen  (b.  ?  -  d.  ? ) 

Bliimchen’s  husband,  who  changed  his  name  from  Halberstadt 
to  Jaques,  was  a  wealthy  banker  in  Hanover.  Upon  Bliimchen’s 
death  he  remarried  a  Fette  Gumprecht. 
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FOURTH  GENERATION 


13.  JOHANN  HERMANN  ANTOINE4  DETMOLD 
(b.  24  July  1807  -  d.  17  March  1856)  (#5) 

Married:  1849  Sophie  von  Guaita  (b.  1824  -  d.?) 

Children:  I  Georg  Friedrich5  -  #16 

II  Ernst  August  Hermann  Antoine5  -  #17 

III  Marie5  -  #18 

Johann  Hermann  Antoine  Detmold  is  one  of  three  fascinating 
brothers  who  left  indelible  marks  in  history.  Johann's  de¬ 
formity  (he  was  a  hunchback)  set  tongues  wagging  at  his 
birth  among  the  critics  of  his  father’s  marriage,  and  was  un¬ 
deniably  a  major  cause  of  the  break  between  his  father  and 
the  Jewish  religion.  Johann  was  a  man  of  many  talents.  He 
was  an  artist  (several  of  his  drawings  and  paintings  are 
still  in  the  possession  of  the  family),  a  writer,  a  lawyer  (he 
studied  at  both  Gottingen  and  Heidelberg  Universities),  and 
a  politician.  In  the  last  role,  Johann  made  an  ineradicable 
mark  on  German  history. 

In  1834  Johann  wrote  a  beginner’s  book  on  painting,  and 
the  following  year,  he  founded  an  art  magazine  in  Hanover. 
It  was  as  a  lawyer  that  he  drifted  into  politics,  where  he 
spent  his  life  in  opposition  to  Ernst  August  III  of  Hanover, 
and  to  Prussian  and  Austrian  domination  in  the  German  Con¬ 
federation.  As  a  member  of  the  City  Council  of  Hanover,  he 
helped  draft  the  first  Hanoverian  constitution,  which  the 
King  rejected.  For  leading  open  opposition  to  this  veto, 
Johann  was  first  jailed  in  1843,  and  then  exiled  from  Hanover. 

He  moved  freely  about  Germany,  practicing  law,  and  attending 
a  number  of  German  conferences  as  the  representative  of 
various  German  city-states.  Ultimately  he  moved  to  Frankfurt- 
am-Main  where  he  met,  and  in  1849  married,  Sophie  von 
Guaita,  daughter  of  the  burgomeister.  Sophie  was  a  Catholic, 
and  their  children  were  brought  up  as  Catholics.  She  was 
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a  descendant  of  the  von  Brentano  family  of  Germany,  whose 
members  supplied  a  number  of  men  famous  in  German  politi¬ 
cal  history,  including  the  present  foreign  minister  of  Germany. 

In  1848  Johann  attended  the  conference  which  drafted  the 
first  German  constitution,  which  he  helped  to  write,  and  he 
was  later  appointed  Minister  of  Justice,  and  Minister  of  the 
Interior  in  the  new  German  government.  In  1849  he  was  also 
made  the  Minister  of  Commerce,  but  this  proved  to  be  too 
much  of  a  load,  and  Johann  resigned  all  his  posts  at  the  same 
time.  Because  of  his  constant  opposition  to  Prussian  designs 
in  the  new  German  confederation,  he  now  became  useful  to 
Ernst  August  III  who  was  involved  in  his  own  difficulties  with 
Prussia.  Johann  was  thus  permitted  to  return  to  Hanover 
during  the  winter  of  1849-1850,  but  the  exile  was  not  formally 
lifted  until  1851,  when  he  was  made  Hanover’s  representative 
to  the  National  Legislature.  All  his  children  were  born  in 
Hanover.  Johann  continued  with  his  painting  and  his  interest 
in  art  throughout  his  life,  and  also  wrote  several  political 
satires  in  which  his  humor  was  not  of  the  refined  variety. 

14.  WILLIAM  LUDWIG4  DETMOLD 

(b.  27  December  1808  -  d.  26  December  1894)  (#5) 

Married:  ?  ? 

Children:  I  William5  -  #19 
II  Daughter5  -  #20 

Like  his  father,  William  Ludwig  Detmold  was  a  doctor.  He 
obtained  his  medical  degree  at  Gottingen  University  in  1830, 
and  became  a  surgeon  in  the  Royal  Hanoverian  Grenadier 
Guards.  In  1837  he  came  to  New  York,  where  he  introduced 
orthopedic  surgery  in  the  United  States  in  1841  when  he 
opened  his  own  clinic  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur¬ 
geons  of  Columbia  University.  He  was  consulting  surgeon  at 
Presbyterian  Hospital  in  New  York  City,  and  was  Professor 
of  Clinical  and  Military  Surgery  and  Hygiene  at  Columbia 
University  in  1862.  In  1861  William  helped  to  establish  the 
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Medical  Department  of  the  United  States  Army  for  the  War 
Department.  During  the  Civil  War,  he  invented  a  combina¬ 
tion  knife  and  spoon  for  use  by  amputees,  called  “Detmold’s 
Knife,”  and  used  by  the  Union  Army  during  the  war.  In 
1866  he  became  Professor  Emeritus  at  Columbia,  and  in  1884 
he  founded  and  was  made  the  first  vice  president  of  the  New 
York  County  Medical  Association.  William  was  also  a  vice 
president  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine.  He  died 
in  New  York  City  on  the  last  day  of  his  eighty-sixth  year 
of  paralysis. 

While  I  do  not  at  this  moment  know  the  name  of  his  wife, 
I  know  that  she  died  before  he  did,  and  that  William  was 
survived  by  his  son  and  by  a  married  daughter  whose  name 
was  not  given  in  the  obituaries.  Oddly  enough,  his  son  be¬ 
lieved  William’s  father  to  have  been  a  Henry  G.  Detmold, 
apparently  the  painter  listed  in  an  entirely  different  branch 
of  the  family  (see  #E5),  though  perhaps  this  was  a  deliberate 
attempt  by  young  William  to  conceal  his  Jewish  background. 


15.  CHRISTIAN  EDWARD4  DETMOLD 

(b.  2  February  1810  -  d.  2  July  1887)  (#5) 

Married:  29  July  1835  Phoebe  Lord  Crary  (b.  10  August 
1813  -  d.  1890) 

Children:  I  Zella  Trelawny5  -  #21 
II  Wilhelmina5  -  #22 

Christian  Edward  Detmold  was  the  first  member  of  the  family 
to  come  to  the  United  States,  and  is  probably  its  most  fam¬ 
ous  American  as  well  as  being  the  most  fascinating.  He  was 
educated  at  military  technical  school  in  Hanover.  In  1826, 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  sailed  to  New  York  en  route  to 
Brazil  to  enter  the  service  of  Dom  Pedro  I.  While  in  New 
York  he  learned  that  conditions  in  Brazil  were  highly  un¬ 
settled,  and  he  decided  to  remain  in  the  United  States.  In  1828 
he  went  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  where  the  newly  form- 
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ed  Charleston  and  Hamburg  Railroad  was  offering  a  prize 
for  the  design  of  a  locomotive. 

The  prize  offered  was  in  two  categories:  steam  and  horse- 
drawn.  Christian’s  design  for  a  horse  walking  on  a  tread¬ 
mill  won  the  five  hundred  dollar  prize  in  its  category,  but 
in  the  meantime,  the  directors  of  the  railroad  had  decided  to 
use  steam  power.  As  a  result,  Christian  was  hired  by  the 
company  to  take  the  winning  steam  design,  by  E.  L.  Miller, 
to  New  York,  and  there  to  supervise  its  construction  at  the 
West  Point  Foundry.  He  made  numerous  revisions  in  the  de¬ 
sign  as  it  was  being  built,  and  is  today  credited  with  having 
helped  create  the  first  American  designed  steam  locomotive, 
which  was  called  the  Best  Friend  of  Charleston.  Christian  re¬ 
turned  with  the  locomotive  to  Charleston  where  it  became  the 
first  steam  locomotive  to  draw  a  train  in  America.  Its  final 
fate  was  also  a  premier:  an  untrained  negro  fireman,  an¬ 
noyed  by  the  hiss  of  escaping  steam,  tied  the  safety  valve  shut, 
and  the  resulting  boiler  explosion  was  the  first  such  catas¬ 
trophe  in  this  country.  The  Best  Friend  had  to  be  rebuilt, 
but  never  saw  much  additional  service.  A  drawing  of  the 
engine,  based  on  the  revised  blueprints,  may  be  found  on 
page  43  of  E.  P.  Alexander’s  Iron  Horses  (New  York:  W.  W. 
Norton  &  Co.  1941). 

After  this  exploit,  Christian  spent  a  number  of  years  in  the 
southern  United  States  where  he  surveyed  railroad  lines,  and 
in  1833-34,  laid  the  foundations  of  Fort  Sumter  in  Charles¬ 
ton  harbor  for  the  War  Department.  From  1845  to  1852  he 
was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  iron  in  Maryland,  and 
in  1853  was  appointed  architect  and  supervising  engineer 
for  the  Crystal  Palace  in  New  York  City,  which  he  designed 
and  built.  After  this  he  went  to  Newark,  New  Jersey,  where 
he  was  made  president  of  a  zinc  company,  and  for  whom  he 
designed  and  built  a  factory.  He  next  engaged  in  coal  mining 
in  York  County,  Pennsylvania.  Failing  health  sent  him  to 
Europe  after  this,  where  he  lived  mainly  in  Paris  until  1885 
when  he  returned  to  New  York. 
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Christian  translated  the  entire  works  of  Macchiavelli,  pub¬ 
lished  in  Boston  in  1883.  He  was  a  life-long  art  collector, 
and  was  one  of  the  twelve  founders  of  New  York  City’s  Me¬ 
tropolitan  Museum  of  Art.  After  his  death,  his  collection  was 
sold  at  auction  by  his  wife’s  relative,  George  De  Forest  Lord, 
of  the  famous  New  York  law  firm,  Lord,  Day,  and  Lord. 
It  brought  a  handsome  price. 


FIFTH  GENERATION 

16.  GEORG  FRIEDRICH5  DETMOLD 

(b.  27  November  1850  -  d.  27  December  1917)  (#13) 

Married:  (1)  Kate  Georgina  Hunt  (b.  ?  -  d.  1881) 
(2)  Marn  Hoffmann  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?) 

Children:  I  (by  1)  Hermann6  -  #23 

II  (by  2)  Son6  -  #24 

III  (by  2)  Daughter6  -  #25 

Georg  was,  like  his  father,  a  lawyer  and  a  judge.  He  taught 
at  Gottingen  University,  and  published  several  treatises  or 
theses  on  law  and  civil  rights.  The  names  of  his  two  children 
by  his  second  wife  are  not  known,  although  it  appears  that 
one  was  a  boy  and  the  other  a  girl. 

17.  ERNST  AUGUST  HERMANN  ANTOINE5 
DETMOLD 

(b.  21  September  1853  -  d.  6  November  1929)  (##13) 

Married:  15  May  1884  Minnie  Huelsen  (b.  4  April 
1862  -  d.  12  December  1940) 

Children:  I  Amy6  -  #26 

II  Elsa  Carolina  Sophie6  -  #27 

III  George  Justus6  -  #28 
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Ernst  was  born  in  Hanover,  and  came  early  in  his  life  to 
the  United  States  where  he  first  went  to  Savannah,  Georgia 
to  try  the  cotton  export  business.  From  there  he  moved  to 
New  York  City,  where  in  1882  with  Justus  von  Lengerke,  he 
formed  the  firm  of  von  Lengerke  and  Detmold,  importers  of 
sporting  goods.  The  firm  was  merged  after  his  death  with 
Abercrombie  and  Fitch,  still  New  York’s  leading  sporting 
goods  store. 

18.  MARIE5  DETMOLD 

(b.  1855  -  d.  between  1891  and  1893)  (#13) 

Married:  Dr.  Georg  Hagemann  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?) 

Children:  I  Anna  Hagemann6  (b.  1878  -  d.  ?) 

Married:  Wilhelm  Kraut  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?) 

The  date  of  Marie’s  death  is  uncertain.  It  is  probable  that 
she  had  a  second  child,  but  not  enough  is  definitely  known 
for  me  to  list  one.  Having  lost  track  of  the  German  members 
of  the  family,  I  do  not  know  if  Anna  Hagemann  Kraut  had  any 
children. 

19.  WILLIAM5  DETMOLD  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?)  (#14) 

Married:  ?  Schnabel  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?) 

William  was  a  fashionable  New  York  physician.  His  wife’s 
maiden  name  was  Schnabel,  but  I  do  not  know  her  first  name, 
nor,  as  for  William,  any  of  her  dates.  Nor  do  I  know  what 
William’s  middle  name  or  names  might  be.  From  the  informa¬ 
tion  which  William  gave  to  the  New  York  papers  at  the  time 
of  his  father’s  death,  we  do  know  that  he  had  a  sister,  and 
that  William  claimed  his  grandfather  to  be  a  Henry  G.  Det¬ 
mold.  It  remains  to  be  discovered  if  William  had  any  children. 

20.  NAME  UNKNOWN5  (#14) 

For  my  authority  in  listing  this  unnamed  Detmold  girl,  see 
the  comments  under  numbers  14  and  19.  The  obituary  of  her 
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father  did  say  that  she  was  married,  but  it  did  not  list  any 
children.  All  my  efforts  to  date  in  locating  a  descendant  of 
William  Ludwig  Detmold  have  failed,  and  so  I  am  forced 
to  rely  on  the  partial  information  that  public  records,  and 
family  memory  can  reveal.  I  have  frequently  run  across  ru¬ 
mors  of  other  Detmolds  living  in  the  United  States  who  might, 
of  course,  if  they  exist  be  members  of  this  family. 


21.  ZELLA  TRELAWNY5  DETMOLD 

(b.  1839  -  d.  7  November  1891)  (#15) 

Married:  23  November  1865  Joseph  T.  Lentilhon  (b.  8 
August  1839  -  d.  27  October  1895) 

Children:  I  Zella  Lentilhon6  (b.  20  December  1866  - 
d.  27  February  1916) 

Married:  3  April  1893  Charles  Brewster 
Wheeler  (b.  3  May  1865  -  d.  11 
April  1946) 

Children:  I  Lentilhon  Wheeler7  (b.  5  Au¬ 
gust  1898  -  d.  5  August  1926) 

II  Emily  Louisa  Lentilhon  6  (b.  2  March  1868 
-d.  ?) 

Married:  19  April  1894  John  Parkin  Gil¬ 
ford  (b.  ?  -  d.  ? ) 

Children:  I  Emily  Lentilhon  Gilford7  (b. 
17  January  1895) 

III  Eugene  Lentilhon6  b.  14  August  1869  -  d. 
25  January  1932) 

Married:  (1)  18  November  1896  Rosa  Par- 
ran  Buchanan  (b.  ?  -  d.  3  May 
1898) 

(2)  27  February  1900  Florence 
Bergh  Brown  (b.  27  April  1871  - 
d.  ?) 
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Children:  I  (by  1)  Eugene  Lentilhon,  Jr.7 

(b.  18  November  1897  -  d.  Ja¬ 
nuary  1920) 

IV  Marie  de  Tours  Lentilhon6  (b.  16  January 

1872  -  d.  ?) 

Married:  12  July  1895  Chester  Clark  Boyn¬ 
ton  (b.  ?  -  d.  ? ) 

Children:  I  Daughter7  (b.  ?) 

II  Daughter7  (b.  ? ) 

III  Daughter7  (b.  ?) 

V  Joseph  de  Tours  Lentilhon6  (b.  16  April 

1873  -  d.  ?) 

Married:  20  June  1897  Louise  Everett 
(b.  ?  -  d.  ?) 

Children:  I  Son7  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?) 

VI  Pauline  Leonie  Lentilhon6  (b.  22  October 

1877  -  d.  ?) 

Married:  ?  Mac  Comb  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?) 

VII  Edward  Detmold  Lentilhon6  (b.  3  July 

1878  -  d.  ?) 

Married :  ?  ? 

VIII  Antoinette  de  Tours  Lentilhon6  (b.  12 
October  1880  -  d.  16  April  1881) 

IX  Minna  Lentilhon6  b.  29  June  1882  -  d.  ?) 
Married:  ?  Crook  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?) 

A  portrait  of  Zella  Trelawny  Detmold  may  be  found  on  page  47 
of  Eugene  Lentilhon’s  genealogy,  listed  in  the  bibliography. 
My  mother  knew  Edward  Detmold  Lentilhon  and  his  wife 
(whose  name  she  cannot  recall)  ;  they  had  no  children.  The 
date  of  birth  given  for  Edward  in  Robinson’s  chart  is  un¬ 
decipherable;  this  is  the  best  that  I  can  make  of  it,  and  may 
be  in  error  as  to  the  month  and  day,  but  probably  not  as  to 
the  year. 
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Zella’s  son-in-law,  Charles  Brewster  Wheeler,  was  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  the  United  States  Military  Academy,  class  of  1887. 
He  rose  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier  General,  and  served  in  1917 
as  Pershing’s  Chief  of  Ordinance  in  France.  He  retired  from 
the  army  in  1919,  and  became  a  vice  president  of  the  paper 
firm  of  Eaton,  Crane  &  Pike  at  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts. 

Zella’s  eldest  son,  Eugene,  was  a  civil  engineer  and  a  dog 
fancier.  He  graduated  from  the  class  of  1890  at  Yale,  and 
subsequently  removed  the  old  reservoir  for  New  York  City 
which  was  located  at  Fifth  Avenue  and  42nd  Street.  On  that 
site,  he  then  laid  the  foundations  for  the  present  main  branch 
building  of  the  New  York  Public  Library,  wherein  most  of 
my  research  has  been  conducted.  Eugene  also  published  a 
text  on  the  breeding  and  training  of  beagles. 

22.  WILHELMINA5  DETMOLD  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?)  (#15) 

Married:  16  September  1869  Count  Gaston  D’Arschot 
(b.  ?  -  d.  ?) 

Not  much  is  known  about  the  younger  daughter  of  Christian 
Edward  Detmold,  except  that  she  was  the  younger  of  the  two 
girls.  Her  husband  was  the  Belgian  Charge  d’Affairs  in  New 
York  City,  and  she  apparently  returned  with  him  to  Belgium. 
We  know  nothing  of  any  children  she  may  have  had. 

SIXTH  GENERATION 

23.  HERMANN8  DETMOLD 

(b.  ?  -  d.  January  1928)  (#16) 

Married:  Barbara  ?  (b.  ?) 

Children:  I  Hans  Georg7  -  #29 
II  Gisela7  -  #30 

Hermann,  too,  was  a  lawyer.  After  the  first  World  War,  he 
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went  to  England  on  behalf  of  the  German  Government,  where 
he  arbitrated  British  shipping  claims  against  Germany  for 
submarine  sinkings  during  the  war.  One  of  my  aunts  met  him 
in  London  shortly  before  his  death. 

24.  NAME  UNKNOWN6  (#16) 

The  von  Brentano  genealogy,  published  in  the  F amiliengesch- 
ichtliche  Blatter,  tells  us  that  Georg  Detmold  had  two  child¬ 
ren  by  his  second  wife,  Marn  Hoffmann.  It  appears  that  one 
was  a  boy,  and  the  other  a  girl  (see  below),  but  this  is  not 
positive.  Having  no  other  information  about  these  Detmolds, 
I  have  been  unable  to  trace  them  any  further,  and  do  not  know 
if  they  may  still  be  living. 

25.  NAME  UNKNOWN5  (#16) 

For  comments,  see  above. 

26.  AMY6  DETMOLD  (b.  30  March  1888)  (#17) 

Married:  24  October  1911  Winthrop  Parsons  Tucker  (b. 
23  April  1883) 

Children:  I  William  Detmold  Tucker7  (b.  12  February 
1913) 

Married:  25  July  1942  Mary  Elizabeth  Hen¬ 
derson  (b.  2  January  1915) 

II  Elsa  Detmold  Tucker7  (b.  8  February  1922) 
Married:  4  January  1943  Laurence  Horr 
Falls  (b.  29  September  1918) 

Children:  I  Caroline  Tucker  Falls8  (b.  22 
February  1947) 

II  William  Tucker  Falls8  (b.  18 
November  1948) 

III  Stephen  Winthrop  Falls8  (b. 
17  April  1956) 
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IV  Thomas  Norton  Falls8  (b.  17 
April  1956) 

My  aunt,  Amy,  has  lived  for  the  past  several  years  on  the 
Connecticut  coast,  happily  surrounded  by  her  grandchildren. 

27.  ELSA  CAROLINA  SOPHIE6  DETMOLD 
(b.  14  January  1891)  (#17) 

Married:  18  April  1917  Terence  Bosworth  Holliday 
(b.  1  January  1885) 

Elsa  lives  near  her  sister  in  Connecticut.  For  many  years, 
she  and  her  husband  ran  a  profitable  book  shop  in  New  York 
City,  but  I  suspect  that  they  find  that  rural  Connecticut  has 
more  charms  than  New  York.  Elsa  has  supplied  me  with 
much  vital  information  about  the  family,  for  which  proper 
thanks  have  been  expressed  elsewhere  in  this  genealogy. 

28.  GEORGE  JUSTUS6  DETMOLD 
(b.  28  September  1893)  (#17) 

Married:  28  September  1914  Mabel  Alice  Porter  (b.  20 
February  1888) 

Children:  I  George  Ernst7  -  #31 

II  John  Hunter7  -  #32 

III  Peter  Lee7  -  #33 

My  father  has  for  many  years  been  associated  with  the  firm 
of  Edward  Week  &  Company,  manufacturers  of  surgical  instru¬ 
ments. 

SEVENTH  GENERATION 

29.  HANS  GEORG7  DETMOLD  (b.  ?)  (#23) 

It  is  not  certain  that  Hans  is  older  than  his  sister,  Gisela 


C  27  3 


(see  below).  The  German  members  of  our  family  have  not 
been  heard  from  since  shortly  prior  to  the  second  World 
War;  we  do  not  know  what  has  happened  to  these  people, 
or  even  if  they  survived  the  war.  The  last  we  had  heard  about 
Hans  was  that  he  was  attempting  to  enter  a  naval  officer’s 
training  school,  but  the  Nazi  Aryan  policy  would  seem  to 
have  excluded  him  in  view  of  the  Jewish  background  of  the 
family. 

30.  GISELA7  DETMOLD  (b.  ?)  (#23) 

For  comments,  see  above. 

31.  GEORGE  ERNST7  DETMOLD 
(b.  18  February  1917)  (#28) 

Married:  3  April  1941  Elizabeth  Delamater  Park  (b. 
6  November  1917) 

Children:  I  Geoffrey  Porter8  -  #34 

II  Gregory  Pearce8  -  #35 

III  Christopher  George8  "  #36 

My  brother  is  now  the  Dean  of  Gallaudet  College  for  the 
Deaf  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Like  most  of  my  family,  he  is  a 
graduate  of  Cornell  University. 

32.  JOHN  HUNTER7  DETMOLD 
(b.  22  December  1918)  (#28) 

Married:  11  June  1944  Jane  Reynolds  Fennelly  (b. 
4  January  1920) 

Children:  I  Michael  John8  -  #37 

II  Stephen  Reynolds8  -  #38 

III  Peter  Fennelly8  -  #39 

IV  David  Porter8  -  #  40 

John  is  now  Director  of  Development  at  a  small,  girls  college 
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located  in  Virginia.  Anyone  knowing  my  family  would  have 
expected  this  genealogy  to  be  written  by  him;  for  John  was 
always  the  most  interested  in  these  matters.  He  is  also  a 
graduate  of  Cornell  University. 

33.  PETER  LEE7  DETMOLD 

(b.  6  September  1923)  (#28) 

Married:  22  April  1949  Sally  Anne  Truesdell  (b.  15 
January  1928) 

Children:  I  Susan  Lee8  -  #41 

Most  of  the  family  knows  the  basic  facts  about  me,  since  I 
have  managed  to  write  to  nearly  every  member  of  the  family. 
I  am  a  real  estate  broker  in  New  York  City,  where  I  work 
with  my  mother  in  a  small  firm  she  began  many  years  ago. 


EIGHTH  GENERATION 

34.  GEOFFREY  PORTER8  DETMOLD 
(b.  20  July  1944)  (#31) 


35.  GREGORY  PEARCE8  DETMOLD 

(b.  24  April  1948  -  d.  9  April  1954)  (#31) 


36.  CHRISTOPHER  GEORGE8  DETMOLD 
(b.  6  March  1951)  (#31) 
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37.  MICHAEL  JOHN8  DETMOLD 
(b.  13  April  1945)  (#32) 


38.  STEPHEN  REYNOLDS8  DETMOLD 
(b.  7  September  1950)  (#32) 


39.  PETER  FENNELLY8  DETMOLD 
(b.  16  November  1954)  (#32) 


40.  DAVID  PORTER8  DETMOLD 
(b.  25  June  1957)  (#32) 


41.  SUSAN  LEE8  DETMOLD  (b.  26  April  1955)  (#33) 


1301 


THE  AUSTRALIAN  BRANCH 


FIRST  GENERATION 

Al.  WILLIAM1  DETMOLD  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?) 

Married:  Louise  Evert  (b.  ?  *  d.  ?) 

Children:  I  William  Ernest2  .  #A2 

Everything  we  currently  know  about  William  comes  from  his 
son’s  marriage  certificate,  where  he  is  listed  as  having  been 
born  in  Hanover,  and  as  having  been  a  physician.  He  may, 
of  course,  have  had  any  number  of  other  children  at  present 
unknown  to  me.  The  question  of  where  William  may  fit  into 
the  family  tree  of  the  Main  Branch  has  been  discussed  at 
length  in  the  introduction.  It  is  my  opinion  that  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  William  came  from  Hanover,  and  was  living  in  that 
city  at  the  same  time  that  members  of  the  Main  Branch  re¬ 
sided  there,  that  a  connection  between  the  two  branches  must 
exist.  Perhaps  if  I  had  more  information  about  other  child¬ 
ren  which  he  probably  had,  I  would  be  able  to  state  more 
precisely  where  this  connection  is.  The  confusion  in  the  early 
records  for  the  Main  Branch  suggests  where  William  might 
fit  in,  for  the  possibility  exsists  that  he  could  be  one  of  the 
grandchildren  of  Joseph  Detmold  (#1).  Knowledge  of  the 
other  children  of  William  would  enable  us  to  make  a  proper 
identification. 


SECOND  GENERATION 

A2.  WILLIAM  ERNEST2  DETMOLD 

(b.  September  1827  -  d.  4  August  1884)  (#Al) 

Married:  6  October  1853  Sarah  Ellen  Rider  (b.  1835  - 
d.  ?) 
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Children:  I  Ernest  John3  "  #A3 

II  William3  .  #A4 

III  Frederick  Ernest3  -  #A5 

IV  John  Alfred3  -  #A6 

V  Ellen3  .  #A7 

VI  Emily  Louisa3  -  #A8 

VII  Annie3  -  #A9 

VIII  Herbert  Victor3  -  #A10 

IX  Dea3  -  #A11 

X  Charles  Edward3  .  #A12 

XI  Percival  George3  -  #A13 

XII  Reginald3  -  #A14 

XIII  Mary  F.3  -  #A15 

XIV  Dudley3  -  #A16 

XV  Ethel3  .  #A17 

William  Ernst  Detmold  was  born  in  Hanover  and  emigrated 
to  Australia  in  1851  where  two  years  later  he  married  his 
wife.  He  was  a  bookbinder  by  trade,  and  opened  a  business 
in  bookbinding  and  papers  known  as  William  Detmold,  Ltd. 
The  business  prospered,  for  William  was  said  to  have  ar¬ 
rived  in  the  country  with  the  proverbial  five  pound  note  and 
to  have  left  a  considerable  fortune  at  his  death.  Subsequently 
the  business  was  sold  to  its  English  suppliers,  Spicers  Bro¬ 
thers,  Ltd,  and  the  name  of  the  Australian  company  was 
changed  first  to  Spicers  and  Detmold,  and  then  to  its  pre¬ 
sent  name,  Spicers  (Aust.)  Ltd.  Some  of  William’s  grand¬ 
sons  are  still  with  the  firm. 

From  William’s  death  certificate  we  have  obtained  an  almost 
complete  list  of  his  children;  his  sixth  child  (#A8)  has 
been  omitted.  Four  children  died  in  infancy  of  scarlet  fever, 
and  their  dates  of  death  are  unknown.  We  do  know  that  in 
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1867,  all  four  bodies  were  re-interred  in  a  new  plot  in  the 
Melbourne  General  Cemetary.  The  dates  of  birth  for  his  child¬ 
ren,  when  given  only  by  year,  are  approximate;  they  are 
calculated  from  the  ages  listed  on  the  death  certificate,  and 
those  ages  show  a  suspicious  regularity  of  two-year  intervals. 

A  legend  in  the  family  can,  I  think,  be  definitely  laid  to 
rest  at  this  point.  Probably  because  of  the  number  of  child¬ 
ren,  some  of  William’s  descendants  have  searched  for  a  se¬ 
cond  wife.  There  is  no  record  of  any  second  marriage,  and 
all  official  documents  refer  only  to  Sarah  Ellen  Rider.  Per¬ 
haps  part  of  the  confusion  can  be  traced  to  the  fact  that 
she  was  at  some  time  apparently  known  as  Sarah  Dudley- 
Rider.  Where  the  additional  name  came  from  has  not  been 
traced,  but  it  survives  in  the  family  among  William’s  de¬ 
scendants.  For  the  probable  connection  between  this  family 
and  the  Main  Branch,  see  the  introduction. 


THIRD  GENERATION 

A3.  ERNEST  JOHN3  DETMOLD 
(b.  1854  -  d.  ?)  (#A2) 

Ernest  was  living  at  the  time  of  his  father’s  death  in  1884. 
I  know  nothing  else  about  him. 

A4.  WILLIAM  3  DETMOLD 
(b.  -  d.  before  1867  (#A2) 

William  was  one  of  the  four  children  who  died  of  scarlet 
fever.  Since  these  children  were  not  alive  at  the  time  of  their 
father’s  death,  William  Ernest’s  death  certificate  obviously 
does  not  give  their  ages;  hence  I  cannot  calculate  a  date  of 
birth  as  I  have  done  for  the  surviving  children. 

A5.  FREDERICK  ERNEST3  DETMOLD 

(b.  1856  -  d.  13  February  1892)  (#A2) 
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Married:  Edith  Annie  Roma  Steadman  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?) 

Children:  I  Ethel  Roma  St.  Germain4  ’  #A18 
II  Frederick  Guy4  .  #A19 

A 6.  JOHN  ALFRED3  DETMOLD 
(b.  1858  -  d.  1915)  (#A2) 

Married:  Isabella  Mary  Dudgeon  (b.  ?  -  d.  1943) 

Children:  I  William  Ernest  John4  .  #A20 

II  Eric  John4  -  #A21 

III  Keith  John4  -  #A22 

John  Alfred  emigrated  to  England  where  his  descendants 
still  live. 

A 7.  ELLEN3  DETMOLD  (b.  ?  -  d.  before  1867)  (#A2) 

For  comments,  see  #A4. 

A8.  EMILY  LOUISA3  DETMOLD  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?)  (#A2) 

Married:  William  MacMurtie  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?) 

For  some  reason,  Emily  is  the  only  one  of  William’s  fifteen 
children  not  listed  on  his  death  certificate;  yet  we  are 
certain  that  she  existed  and  was  his  daughter,  and  other  lists 
place  her  in  this  position  among  the  children.  With  so  many 
brothers  and  sisters  to  remember,  it  is  not  too  astonishing 
that  whoever  gave  the  information  (probably  John  Alfred 
who  signed  his  father’s  burial  order)  which  was  entered  on 
the  death  certificate  slipped  up  on  one  of  them.  I  can  im¬ 
agine  that  that  person  had  enough  difficulty  in  recalling  the 
names  of  the  children  who  died  in  their  youth,  and  yet  he 
did,  for  which  we  are  most  grateful.  We  do  know  that 
Emily’s  husband  was  a  carpenter  and  builder,  and  that  they 
moved  to  a  distant  part  of  Australia  where  the  rest  of  the 
family  lost  track  of  them. 
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A9.  ANNIE3  DETMOLD  (b.  ?  -  d.  before  1867)  (#A2) 

For  comments,  see  #A4. 

A10.  HERBERT  VICTOR3  DETMOLD 

(b.  1864  -  d.  5  November  1889)  (#A2) 

Herbert  apparently  never  married,  being  only  twenty-five  at 
the  time  of  his  death. 
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All.  DEA3  DETMOLD  (b.  ?  -  d.  before  1867)  (#A2) 

Her  name  is  almost  impossible  to  decipher  on  the  death  cer¬ 
tificate,  which  is  hand-written.  This  is  the  best  that  I  can 
make  out,  and  it  may  be  wrong.  She,  too,  was  one  of  the 
children  to  die  of  scarlet  fever. 

A12.  CHARLES  EDWARD3  DETMOLD 

(b.  1865  -  d.  10  November  1928)  (#A2) 

Married:  Mary  Catherine  Buckley  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?) 

Children:  I  Paul  Dudley4  '  #A23 

II  Charles  Joseph  John4  .  #A24 

III  Colgan  Percival  Dudley4  -  #A25 

Charles  was  educated  at  Geelong  College  in  Australia,  and 
then  went  to  Germany  to  attend  Bonn  University.  He  was 
called  home  by  the  death  of  his  father  before  his  studies 
were  completed. 

A13.  PERCIVAL  GEORGE3  DETMOLD 
(b.  1870  -  d.  ?)  (#A2) 

Married:  1908  (Mrs.)  Ethel  McGee  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?) 

Percival  emigrated  to  Canada  where  he  entered  the  real 
estate  business  in  Toronto.  Godfrey  William  Detmold,  of  the 

English  Branch,  met  him  there  some  years  ago. 
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A14.  REGINALD3  DETMOLD  (b.  1872  -  d.  ?)  (#A2) 

Reginald  emigrated  to  England,  and  was  last  heard  from  by 
the  family  serving  as  the  London  representative  of  a  French 
automobile  firm.  We  do  not  know  if  he  married  or  had  any 
children. 

A15.  MARY  F.3  DETMOLD  (b.  1874  -  d.  ?)  (#A2) 

I  have  been  unable  to  determine  Mary’s  middle  name.  Except 
for  the  obvious  fact  that  she  was  living  at  the  time  of  her 
father’s  death,  I  know  nothing  about  her. 

A16.  DUDLEY3  DETMOLD 

(b.  19  July  1875  -  d.  1  September  1936)  (#A2) 

Married:  Jo  ?  (b.  ?) 

Being  the  youngest  surviving  child  of  William  Ernest  Det- 
mold,  Dudley  lived  later  than  any  of  the  others.  His  wife, 
whose  full  name  is  not  known  to  me,  still  lives  in  Australia 
near  other  members  of  the  family.  Dudley  does  not  seem 
to  have  had  any  children. 

A 17.  ETHEL3  DETMOLD 

(b.  May  1877  -  d.  17  June  1878)  (#A2) 

Ethel  died  in  infancy,  and  like  her  father,  her  elder  brother, 
Charles  Edward,  and  the  four  victims  of  scarlet  fever,  lies 
buried  in  Melbourne  General  Cemetery. 


FOURTH  GENERATION 

A 18.  ETHEL  ROMA  ST.  GERMAIN4  DETMOLD 
(b.  27  June  1887  -  d.  ?)  (#A5) 

It  appears  that  Ethel  neither  married,  nor  is  still  living, 
though  I  am  not  certain  about  either  point. 
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A19.  FREDERICK  GUY4  DETMOLD 

(b.  16  March  1891  -  d.  29  March  1927)  (#A5) 

Frederick  went  to  live  in  England,  and  is  buried  there.  He 
apparently  did  not  marry. 

A20.  WILLIAM  ERNEST  JOHN4  DETMOLD 
(b.  18  November  1885)  (#A6) 

Married:  Dorothy  Baird  (Behr)  (b.  11  May  1897) 

Children:  I  Patricia  Alison5  -  #A26 
II  Peter  John5  -  #A27 

Just  before  this  genealogy  went  to  press,  I  had  a  letter  from 
Dorothy  Baird  Detmold  giving  me  most  of  the  missing  dates 
and  information  about  herself  and  her  husband.  According 
to  other  information  given  me  earlier,  I  believe  her  family 
name  was  changed  from  Behr  to  Baird. 

A21.  ERIC  JOHN4  DETMOLD 

(b.  ?  -  d.  1940  or  1941)  (#A6) 

Married:  Katherine  ?  (b.  ?) 

Eric  came  first  to  Canada,  and  then  to  the  United  States.  He 
worked  for  the  Ford  Motor  Company,  though  in  what  capacity 
I  do  not  know.  His  wife  now  teaches  music  in  the  city  schools 
in  Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina.  My  mother  met  Eric  shortly 
before  he  was  killed  in  an  automobile  accident. 

A22.  KEITH  JOHN4  DETMOLD  (b.  April  1894)  (#A6) 

Married:  1939  Winifred?  (b.  1898) 

Keith  and  I  have  corresponded  for  some  time  now,  and  most 
of  my  information  about  this  section  of  the  family  comes 
from  him.  Oddly  enough,  I  find  that  I  do  not  know  his  wife’s 
maiden  name.  He  was  in  the  insurance  business  until  he  re¬ 
tired  a  short  time  ago,  and  he  has  no  children. 
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A23.  PAUL  DUDLEY4  DETMOLD 
(b.  13  October  1899)  (#A12) 

Married:  9  June  1924  Winifred  Mary  Farrelly 

(b.  10  November  1901) 

Children:  I  Joan  Marie5  -  #A28 

II  Kathleen5  -  #A29 

III  William  Charles5  -  #A30 

IV  Elizabeth5  -  #A31 

V  Colgan  Percival5  -  #A32 

VI  Dudley  Joseph5  -  #A33 

VII  Margaret5  -  #A34 

Paul  is  my  main  source  of  information  about  the  Australians. 
I  hear  from  him  regularly — he  likes  to  remind  me  in  dead 
winter  that  it  is  swimming-time  summer  in  Australia,  and  I 
am  apt  to  return  the  compliment  when  our  seasons  change.  He 
is  still  a  member  of  the  paper  firm  founded  by  his  grand¬ 
father. 

A24.  CHARLES  JOSEPH  JOHN4  DETMOLD 
(b.  27  June  1901)  (#A12) 

Married:  2  March  1934  Margaret  Wearing  Smith  (b.  ?) 

Children:  I  Michael  James5  .  #A35 

I  believe  that  Charles  is  also  a  member  of  Spicers  (Aust.) 
Ltd,  the  firm  founded  by  his  grandfather. 

A25.  COLGAN  PERCIVAL  DUDLEY4  DETMOLD 
(b.  1  October  1907)  (#A12) 

Married:  23  March  1938  Githa  Joyce  Hone  (b.  9) 

Children:  I  Susan  Ruth5  -  #A36 

II  Rodney  Frank5  -  #A37 

III  Phillip  Charles5  -  #A38 
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Subsequent  to  the  second  World  War,  Colgan  who  had  been 
working  for  Spicers  (Aust.)  Ltd,  decided  to  re-establish  the 
Detmold  name  in  the  paper  business  in  Australia.  He  formed 
his  own  company,  C.  P.  Detmold  Pty,  Ltd,  in  Adelaide,  and 
has  done  very  well. 


FIFTH  GENERATION 

A 26.  PATRICIA  ALISON5  DETMOLD 
(b.  19  July  1920)  (#A20) 

Married:  Leonard  Rule  (b.  9  April  1908) 

Children:  I  Christopher  Simon  Rule6  (b.  5  October 

1950) 

II  Jeremy  Charles  Rule6  (b.  30  January  1953) 

Patricia’s  husband  is  a  farmer;  they  live  close  to  her  father 
in  England. 

A27.  PETER  JOHN5  DETMOLD  (b.  1922)  (#A20) 

Married:  30  June  1956  Sheila  Mac  ?  (b.  ?) 

Children:  I  Michael  John6  -  #A39 

These  reticent  English  cousins;  I  cannot  seem  to  get  dates  or 
names  out  of  them.  Peter  is  what  we  Americans  would  call 
an  aeronautical  engineer,  and  was  only  recently  married. 
Just  before  this  genealogy  went  to  press,  I  learned  that  his 
son  had  been  born,  and  thus  begins  the  sixth  generation  of 
the  Australian  Branch. 

A28.  JOAN  MARIE5  DETMOLD 
(b.  8  July  1925)  (#A23) 

Married:  Maxwell  Webb  (b.  ?  ) 

Children:  I  Bruce  Webb6  (b.  29  March  1951) 

II  Belinda  Anne  Webb6  (b.  14  December  1956) 
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A29.  KATHLEEN5  DETMOLD 
(b.  27  April  1927)  (#A23) 

Married:  Norman  O’Brien  (b.  ?) 

A30.  WILLIAM  CHARLES5  DETMOLD 
(b.  7  May  1929)  (#A23) 

A31.  ELIZABETH5  DETMOLD 
(b.  16  March  1931  (#A23) 

Married:  Anthony  Paul  Russo  (b.  ?) 

A32.  COLGAN  PERCIVAL5  DETMOLD 
(b.  8  April  1933)  (#A23) 

A33.  DUDLEY  JOSEPH5  DETMOLD 
(b.  19  March  1935)  (#A23) 

A34.  MARGARET5  DETMOLD 
(b.  8  May  1939)  (#A23) 

A35.  MICHAEL  JAMES5  DETMOLD 
(b.  7  December  1941)  (#A24) 

A36.  SUSAN  RUTH5  DETMOLD 
(b.  24  January  1942)  (#A25) 

A3  7.  RODNEY  FRANK5  DETMOLD 
(b.  26  July  1943)  (#A25) 

A38.  PHILLIP  CHARLES5  DETMOLD 
(b.  6  July  1947)  (#A25) 


SIXTH  GENERATION 

A3  9.  MICHAEL  JOHN5  DETMOLD 
(b.  27  February  1957)  (#A2 7) 
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THE  ENGLISH  BRANCH 


FIRST  GENERATION 

El.  JULIUS  WILLIAM1  DETMOLD  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?) 

Married :  ?  ? 

Children:  I  Frederick  William2  -  #E2 

II  Richard2  -  #E3 

III  Edward2  -  #E4 

IV  Henry  Edward2  -  #E5 

All  my  information  about  Julius  is  drawn  from  material  given 
me  by  one  of  his  grandsons.  Since  I  have  no  dates  for  his 
children,  the  order  in  which  they  are  listed  is  accidental; 
there  may,  of  course,  be  additional  children  as  well.  Julius 
was  born  in  Lippe,  Germany,  and  emigrated  to  England. 


SECOND  GENERATION 

E2.  FREDERICK  WILLIAM2  DETMOLD 
(b.  about  1871  -  d.  about  1924)  (#El) 

Married:  Millie  Isaacs  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?) 

Children:  I  Godfrey  William3  -  #E6 
II  Albert  J(ulius)3  -  #E7 
II  F(rederick)  J(ulius)3  -  #E8 

As  in  the  case  above,  I  do  not  have  the  dates  for  all  of  Fred¬ 
erick’s  children,  and  so  have  been  forced  to  place  them  in 
accidental  order.  Frederick’s  wife  was  the  sister  of  Rufus  Isaacs, 
Lord  Reading  of  England,  and  later  Lord  Chief  Justice.  For 
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the  confusion  between  Lord  Reading  and  the  descendants  of 
Johann  Hermann  Antoine  Detmold  (#13  of  the  Main  Branch), 
see  the  material  on  Gronemann  in  the  bibliography. 

E3.  RICHARD2  DETMOLD  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?)  (#El) 

Married:  ?? 

Children:  I  Daughter3  -  #E9 

II  Daughter3  -  #E10 

Richard,  I  am  told,  had  two  girls,  both  of  whom  probably 
married.  Not  knowing  their  names,  I  have  of  course  been  un¬ 
able  to  trace  them. 

E4.  EDWARD2  DETMOLD  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?)  (#El) 

Married:  Mary  Agnes  Luck  (b.  ?  -  d.  ?) 

Children:  I  Edward  Julius3  -  #E11 
II  Charles  Maurice3  -  #E12 

Edward  was  an  electrical  engineer.  The  artist  twins  are  prob¬ 
ably  his  only  children. 

E5.  HENRY  E(DWARD)2  DETMOLD 
(b.  1854-  d.  ?)  (#El) 

Henry  was  a  painter,  born  in  London,  who  spent  most  of  his 
life  in  Paris.  Copies  of  his  work  remain  in  the  family.  While 
I  do  not  know  his  middle  name,  I  consider  Edward  a  likely 
possibility.  It  should  be  noted  that  if  Frederick  William  Det¬ 
mold  (#E2)  was  born  about  1871,  a  date  about  which  I 
am  not  certain,  then  Henry  would  be  nearly  twenty  years 
his  brother’s  senior,  not  a  likely  event.  Yet  rather  than  place 
Henry  at  the  beginning  of  the  list,  which  these  dates  would 
seem  to  indicate,  I  have  left  him  last  by  way  of  indicating 
that  I  am  in  considerable  doubt  that  he  belongs  to  this  genera¬ 
tion  at  all,  or  in  fact,  to  this  branch  of  the  family.  My  only 
authority  for  placing  him  among  the  English  Branch  is  that 
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an  inquiry  to  my  source,  Godfrey  William  Detmold  (#E6), 
produced  the  dim  memory  that  his  father  had  mentioned 
having  a  brother  who  was  an  artist  living  in  Paris.  Of  course, 
the  name  suggests  the  English  Branch,  as  does  the  profession, 
and  so  I  have  taken  a  chance  and  placed  him  thus,  despite  the 
difficulties  it  presents.  Perhaps  when  I  learn  the  correct  dates 
for  all  the  other  sons  of  Julius  William,  it  will  resolve  itself. 
Except  for  the  bare  year  of  his  birth,  I  know  almost  nothing 
else  about  Henry. 


THIRD  GENERATION 

E6.  GODFREY  WILLIAM3  DETMOLD 
(b.  June  1896)  (#E2) 

Married:  Gladys  McKinnel  (b.  ?) 

Children:  I  Godfrey  William4  -  #E13 

Godfrey  now  lives  in  Canada.  He  and  his  wife  have  supplied 
me  with  nearly  all  my  data  about  this  Branch. 

E 7.  ALBERT  J(ULIUS)3  DETMOLD 
(b.  ?  -  d.  1914)  (#E2) 

Albert  was  killed  in  the  first  World  War.  As  in  the  case  of 
Henry  (#E5)  above,  I  have  made  what  appears  to  me  to  be 
a  sound  guess  as  to  his  full  middle  name.  I  do  not  know  if 
Albert  married  before  his  death. 

E8.  F  (REDERICK)  J(ULIUS)3  DETMOLD 
(b.  ?)  (#E2) 

The  English  penchant  for  revealing  only  initials  has  forced 
me  into  this  guessing  game.  Frederick  (if  that  is  his  real 
name)  is  still  living  in  Canada,  but  where  I  do  not  know. 
Nor  do  I  know  if  he  is  married  or  has  any  children. 
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E9.  NAME  UNKNOWN3  (#E3) 

I  was  first  told  that  Richard  was  the  father  of  the  twins,  and 
that  Edward  had  the  two  girls.  But  since  I  was  certain  from 
other  sources  that  Edward  Detmold  sired  the  artists,  this  forc¬ 
ed  me  to  conclude  that  a  switch  had  occurred.  For  further 
information  about  this  unnamed  Detmold  girl,  see  under 
her  father  (#E3). 

E10.  NAME  UNKNOWN3  (#E3) 

For  comments,  see  above. 

Ell.  EDWARD  JULIUS3  DETMOLD 
(b.  21  November  1883)  (#E4) 

Edward  is  one  of  the  famous  twins  who  from  their  childhood 
days  gained  wide  renown  as  painters  and  etchers.  After  the 
death  of  his  brother,  Edward  continued  to  illustrate  several 
famous  volumes  such  as  Maeterlinck’s  Life  of  the  Bee ,  and 
his  Hours  of  Gladness ,  Lemmonier’s  Birds  and  Beasts  y  and 
Aesop’s  Fables.  He  exhibited  several  times  in  the  early  twenties. 
Edward  now  lives  in  North  Wales,  and  he  does  not  seem  to 
have  married.  For  information  about  the  joint  career  of  the 
twins,  see  below  under  Charles. 

E12.  CHARLES  MAURICE3  DETMOLD 

(b.  21  November  1883  -  d.  9  April  1908)  (#E4) 

Maurice  (he  did  not  use  his  first  name)  killed  himself  in 
his  twenty-fifth  year  by  inhaling  chloroform.  He  and  his  bro¬ 
ther  began  early  in  life  to  show  artistic  talent.  At  the  age 
of  fourteen,  the  brothers  exhibited  at  the  Royal  Academy,  and 
the  next  year,  in  1899,  published  their  first  book  of  paintings, 
called  Pictures  From  Birdland.  In  1897  they  had  begun  to 
do  some  etchings,  and  in  1905,  the  brothers  were  elected 
associates  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Painter  Etchers,  which  ho¬ 
nor  they  shortly  resigned.  Perhaps  the  most  famous  book  the 
brothers  illustrated  jointly  was  Kipling’s  Jungle  Book  in 
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1903.  Both  boys  were  largely  self-taught,  and  showed  in  their 
early  work  a  Japanese  influence  in  their  style.  For  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  later  career  of  Edward,  see  above. 


FOURTH  GENERATION 

El  3.  GODFREY  WILLIAM4  DETMOLD 
(b.  1922)  (#E6) 

Godfrey  is  still  living  in  England,  but  I  have  been  unable 
to  learn  if  he  is  married,  or  has  any  children. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  DETMOLDS 


The  following  Detmolds  do  not  fit  into  any  one  of  the  three 
branches  of  the  family.  For  the  most  part,  they  come  from  the 
early  history  in  Germany,  and  it  is  tempting  to  look  on  some  of 
them  as  the  connecting  links  between  the  branches  which  are  now 
missing  from  the  family  tree.  There  is  the  possibility  that  some 
of  these  Detmolds  represent  a  family  entirely  alien  to  ours.  The 
earliest  members  of  this  group  spelled  the  family  name  as  it  is 
pronounced  in  German,  where  a  terminal  “d”  sounds  like  a  “t”. 
Thus  they  spell  the  name  DETMOLDT,  though  in  one  case,  to  be 
sure,  the  same  man  dropped  the  final  “t”  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years.  What  little  I  know  about  each  person  is  set  forth  in  full 
below  their  names,  which  are  listed  alphabetically. 

GITEL  HERZ  DETMOLD 

I  do  not  not  know  any  dates  for  Gitel.  He  is  found  in  the 
Gronemann  genealogy,  and  his  records  are  entirely  in  Hebrew, 
which  I  am  unable  to  translate.  Gronemann  calls  him  simply 
“other  Detmolds.” 

ISAAC  HERZ  DETMOLD 

Isaac  published  a  thesis  at  Gottingen  University  on  med¬ 
icine  (venereal  diseases)  in  1793.  It  is  possible  that  this  is 
the  same  Isaac  (#3,  Main  Branch)  shown  in  Gronemann’s 
records.  They  were  certainly  contemporaries,  and  it  helps 
to  remember  that  a  thesis  from  a  German  university  is  not 
necessarily  the  work  of  a  young  man,  a  candidate  for  a 
degree.  For  example,  see  the  theses  published  by  Georg 
Friedrich  Detmold  while  he  was  teaching  at  Gottingen  to¬ 
wards  the  end  of  his  life. 

JOSEPHUS  HERZ  DETMOLD 

Like  Isaac  listed  above,  Josephus  also  published  a  medical 
thesis  at  Gottingen  in  1797,  this  one  on  animal  diseases; 
he  thus  was  a  veterinarian,  whose  degrees  were  not  distinguish- 
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ed  from  the  regular  medical  degrees  in  those  days.  There 
is  a  story  in  the  Australian  Branch  that  its  founder  was  a 
German  veterinarian,  named  Wilhelm.  We  know,  of  course, 
that  the  Dr.  William  Detmold  of  that  branch  was  a  physician, 
but  his  father  might  have  been  Josephus,  and  thus  confirm 
the  story.  Into  which  line  of  the  Main  Branch  Josephus 
might  fit,  I  cannot  guess. 

MARGERY  F.  DETMOLD  (MRS.) 

In  the  course  of  checking  for  various  missing  bits  of  in¬ 
formation  preparatory  to  writing  this  genealogy,  I  chanced 
to  locate  a  copy  of  the  1954  London  telephone  directory. 
There,  from  force  of  habit,  I  checked  to  see  if  any  Detmolds 
were  listed,  and  discovered  Margery.  My  letter  to  her  has 
not  been  answered,  but  has  at  least  been  delivered,  since  it 
was  not  returned  to  me.  About  all  I  can  say  is  that  Margery 
is  probably  not  born  a  Detmold,  but  married  to  one;  the 
big  mystery  is  which  one. 

SAMUEL  DETMOLD  (b.  1765  -  d.  1830) 

Samuel  was  born  in  northern  Germany.  He  was  a  Jew,  and 
lived  in  Vienna  where  he  was  quite  important  in  the  Jew¬ 
ish  community.  He  was  a  teacher,  and  helped  to  make  the 
first  translation  of  the  Old  Testament  into  German,  first  pub¬ 
lished  in  1825,  and  revised  in  1830.  Samuel  was  responsible 
for  five  books  of  the  Old  Testament. 

WOLF  HERZ  DETMOLD 

Also  a  Gottingen  man,  Wolf  was  a  mathematician  and  an 
astronomer.  He  published  two  theses,  the  first  in  1798,  and 
the  second  in  1803.  The  possibility  that  he  is  one  of  the 
two  Wolf  Detmolds  of  the  Main  Branch  is  discussed  in  the 
section  on  sources.  He  is  the  Detmold  who  dropped  the 
terminal  “t”  from  his  last  name  when  he  published  his  se¬ 
cond  thesis. 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  I  consulted  various  other  biograph¬ 
ical  dictionaries  not  mentioned,  editions  of  both  the  American  and 
British  Who's  Who  (and  Who  Was  Who),  and  the  obituary  columns 
of  the  New  York  Times  and  the  New  York  Tribune ,  all  of  which 
contained  information  used  in  this  genealogy.  As  indicated  above, 
this  addenda  by  no  means  exhausts  all  the  sources  consulted.  It 
should  be  noted  that  Robinson’s  chart  is  a  hand-written  item  avail¬ 
able  only  in  the  Main  Branch  of  the  New  York  Public  Library; 
it  has  never  been  published. 
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I  believe  the  following  discussion  of  the  reliability  of  the 
main  sources  cited  above  might  prove  of  interest  and  value  to 
users  of  this  genealogy.  I  have  rarely  had  to  challenge  information 
found  in  a  reliable  biographical  dictionary;  in  most  cases  such 
data  is  above  reproach.  The  same  cannot  be  said  about  various 
other  sources  used.  The  Chesebrough  genealogy  is  a  case  in  point. 
Mrs.  Wildey,  in  the  preface  to  her  book,  discusses  with  admirable 
frankness  the  problems  of  obtaining  information  from  members 
of  her  family,  and  even  its  apparent  reliability  once  received.  She 
doubts  the  accuracy  of  all  her  information,  since  she  has  not  at¬ 
tempted  to  corroborate  the  memories  of  various  family  sources  and 
has  little  published  record  to  rely  upon.  I  have  found  extensive 
errors  in  her  sections  on  the  Detmolds  and  Lentilhons,  all  of  which 
have  been  corrected  in  my  work.  But  in  some  cases,  I  have  had 
no  other  source  of  information,  and  have  had  to  rely  on  what 
Mrs.  Wildey  gives;  such  information  is  obviously  open  to  question. 

The  genealogical  chart  drawn  by  Mr.  Robinson  of  the  Lent- 
ilhon  family  is  another  example.  In  some  cases,  it  is  not  so  much 
that  Mr.  Robinson’s  information  is  questionable  —  though  he 
is  prone  to  misspelling  names  —  as  it  is  a  matter  of  trying  to 
read  a  cramped  handwriting.  I  have  tried  to  indicate  in  this  ge¬ 
nealogy  wherever  my  information  is  based  on  guesswork  or  in¬ 
complete  information  in  an  effort  to  avoid  misleading  the  reader. 
Eugene  Lentilhon’s  book  is  not  a  true  genealogy;  it  is  more  a 
discussion  of  the  origins  of  a  family  name.  Yet  he  has  enabled  me 
to  fill  in  gaps  in  Robinson’s  chart,  and  to  correct  Robinson’s  in¬ 
formation.  Still,  Lentilhon  represents  a  great  frustration  for  me. 
He  frequently  refers  to  information  without  bothering  to  give 
the  complete  data  I  seek. 

The  book  by  Dr.  Gronemann,  a  German  rabbi,  presents  the 
most  difficult  problem  of  all.  Gronemann  is  our  only  source  for 
the  early  family  history.  The  book  is  published  in  German  and 
Hebrew,  the  latter  section  being  a  transcript  of  the  actual  records 
from  the  Old  Synagogue  in  Hanover,  and  the  former  being  Gro- 
nemann’s  account  of  those  records  in  narrative  form.  Being  un¬ 
able  to  read  Hebrew,  I  have  been  forced  to  rely  on  what  Grone- 
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mann  tells  us  in  the  German  section  of  the  book,  and  about  some 
of  his  conclusions  open  doubts  exist.  There  is,  in  my  opinion, 
flagrant  confusion  about  the  sons  of  Moses,  Isaac,  and  Herz  Ha- 
meln  Detmold.  Gronemann  lists  two  Wolf  Detmolds  and  two  Jacob 
Detmolds.  To  take  the  question  of  the  two  Wolfs,  we  note  that 
one,  #6,  is  called  the  younger  son  of  Moses,  and  the  other,  #8, 
the  second  son  of  Isaac.  When  we  compare  the  dates  for  these 
two  Wolfs,  we  find  that  Wolf  #8  has  been  assigned  a  date  of  birth 
(cited  in  the  Hebrew  calendar  which  does  not  readily  translate 
into  the  regular  calendar),  and  that  this  date  would  make  one 
Wolf  born  twelve  years  after  the  other  died.  It  need  hardly  be 
said  that  this  is  extremely  unlikely  within  the  same  generation. 
When  we  further  note  that  Gronemann  gives  dates  of  death  for 
all  other  Detmolds  (except  in  the  identical  mixup  over  the  two 
Jacobs)  we  are  forced  to  conclude  than  an  error  must  abound 
therein.  While  I  have  my  own  suspicion  that  both  Wolfs,  and  both 
Jacobs,  are  one  and  the  same  man,  and  further  that  Gronemann 
has  omitted  the  correct  names  of  other  children,  I  cannot  check 
these  suspicions  by  turning  to  the  Hebrew  records.  Hence  I  have 
been  forced  to  rely  on  what  Gronemann  tells  me. 

If  we  wish  to  make  a  further  evaluation  of  Gronemann’s 
factual  reliability,  consider  his  story  about  the  grandchildren  of 
Johann  Hermann  Antoine  Detmold  (#13).  According  to  Grone¬ 
mann,  Johann  had  a  son  Carl  who  emigrated  to  England.  Carl 
Detmold  in  turn  had  a  son  named  Friedrich  who  lived  at  Tun- 
bridge-Wells  in  Kent.  This  Friedrich  is  supposed  to  have  retained 
a  sympathy  for  his  ancestral  religion  (which  his  great-grandfather 
had  abandoned,  a  point  of  much  distress  to  Gronemann,  who 
fortunately  dwells  on  this  event  at  length  and  gives  us  much  in¬ 
formation  of  interest).  When  Friedrich  died,  Gronemann  tells  us 
that  his  will  left  considerable  sums  to  various  Jewish  philanthropies 
in  Germany.  One  thing  about  which  we  are  certain  is  that  Johann 
Hermann  Antoine  Detmold  had  no  son  named  Carl;  no  such  per¬ 
son  is  referred  to  in  any  other  account  from  any  source  whatever. 
There  is  a  possibility  that  Friedrich  could  be  one  of  the  two  child¬ 
ren  (#24  or  #25)  whose  names  are  not  known  to  us,  children 
of  Georg  Friedrich  Detmold  (#16)  by  his  second  wife. 
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When  we  check  into  the  records  of  the  English  Branch,  how¬ 
ever,  we  are  able  to  rule  out  this  possibility  rather  decisively.  We 
know  that  Frederick  William  Detmold  (#E2)  married  Millie 
Isaacs.  In  checking  for  data  about  Millie,  I  found  that  she  was 
the  sister  of  Rufus  Isaacs,  later  Lord  Reading,  and  among  other 
titles,  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England.  The  Isaacs  came  from  Tun- 
bridge-Wells;  they  were  Jews.  Further,  Lord  Reading’s  will  left 
identical  sums  to  the  same  German  philanthropies  which  Grone- 
mann  credits  to  Friedrich.  It  thus  becomes  obvious  that  Grone- 
mann  did  not  bother  to  check  his  material  with  any  great  care. 
His  Friedrich  I  equate  with  Frederick  William,  and  the  benefactor 
of  German  Jewry  I  believe  to  be  Frederick’s  brother-in-law,  Lord 
Reading. 

Any  discussion  of  sources  cannot  end  with  the  printed  words. 
The  largest  portion  of  information  must  come  from  members 
of  the  family  who  have  given  me  the  benefit  of  their  personal  re¬ 
cords  and  recollections.  I  wish  to  thank  every  person  who  has 
tolerated  my  invasion  of  their  privacy  and  sent  me  the  details 
I  asked  for.  My  aunt,  Elsa  Detmold  Holliday,  clarified  for  me 
matters  about  the  early  family  history,  and  sent  me  invaluable 
information!  about  her  sources  of  information.  Further,  it  was  her 
revelation  that  the  family  had  been  Jewish  that  led  me  straight 
to  Gronemann.  Keith  J.  Detmold  in  England  also  sent  me  many 
details  about  his  section  of  the  family,  filling  me  in  as  best  he 
could  about  names  and  dates.  Without  his  assistance,  it  is  doubt¬ 
ful  that  I  ever  would  have  been  able  to  make  a  start  on  the  Austral¬ 
ian  Branch,  for  he  sent  me  to  the  official  in  Australia  who  in  turn 
referred  me  to  Paul  D.  Detmold. 

To  Paul  Detmold  I  owe  the  most;  without  his  generous  help 
I  could  never  have  traced  the  Australians  as  I  have.  He  sent  me 
official  documents,  and  gave  me  much  personal  information  about 
the  recent  generations  in  Australia.  That  I  have  been  able  to  list 
nearly  forty  members  of  that  branch  is  largely  due  to  his  work, 
and  I  freely  admit  that  what  I  have  set  down  here  is  hardly  more 
than  a  rewriting  of  what  Paul  has  sent  me  in  his  many  letters. 
Godfrey  W.  Detmold  in  Canada  has  been  practically  my  only 
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source  of  information  about  the  English  Branch;  without  his  as¬ 
sistance,  I  might  not  today  be  sure  where  Edward  J.  Detmold,  the 
artist,  fits  into  the  family  tree.  Godfrey’s  wife,  Gladys,  has  also 
sent  me  material  about  members  of  this  branch  of  the  family. 
The  above  list  by  no  means  includes  every  person  who  came  to 
my  assistance.  Most  people  to  whom  I  wrote  were  kind  enough 
to  answer.  I  can  understand  the  silence  of  the  others,  for  my  ques¬ 
tions  have,  of  necessity,  been  of  the  prying  nature,  and  have  at 
times  opened  old  wounds.  I  trust  that  I  have  been  forgiven. 

Should  anyone  reading  this  genealogy  find  errors,  or  feel 
the  happy  urge  to  supply  me  with  missing  information,  it  hardly 
needs  to  be  said  that  I  will  be  happy  to  receive  whatever  is  offered 
to  me.  This  work  is  frankly  intended  to  be  a  first  edition.  To  be 
honest,  this  is  really  a  bait  to  try  to  pry  additional  information 
out  of  the  reticent.  To  make  it  easy  for  anyone  to  send  me  new 
information,  or  to  make  corrections,  my  address  is  230  East  49th 
Street,  New  York  17,  New  York  . 
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The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  persons  found  in  this  ge¬ 
nealogy  for  whom  I  have  at  least  a  family  and  a  given  name.  The 
number  after  each  name  is  the  genealogic  number  by  which  each 
person  may  be  found  in  the  main  section.  Where  two  or  more 
numbers  follow  an  entry,  it  refers  to  more  than  one  person  bear¬ 
ing  the  same  name. 


d’Arschot,  Count  Gaston  -  22 
Baird,  Dorothy  -  A20 
Behr,  Dorothy  -  A20 
Bielefeld,  Bella  -  3 
Boynton,  Chester  Clark  -  21 
Brown,  Florence  Bergh  -  21 
Buchanan,  Rosa  Parran  -  21 
Buckley,  Mary  Catherine  -  A12 
Crary,  Phoebe  Lord  -  15 
Detmold,  Albert  J(ulius)  -  E7 

—  Amy  26 

—  Annie  -  A9 

—  Bliimchen  -  12 

—  Charles  Edward  -  A12 

—  Charles  Joseph  John  -  A24 

—  Charles  Maurice  -  E12 

—  Christian  Edward  -  15 

—  Christopher  George  -  36 
—  Colgan  Percival  -  A32 

—  Colgan  Percival  Dudley  -  A25 

—  David  Porter  -  40 

—  Dea  -  All 

—  Dudley  -  A16 

—  Dudley  Joseph  -  A33 

—  Edward  -  E4 

—  Edward  Julius  -  Ell 

—  Elizabeth  -  A31 

—  Ellen  -  A7 

—  Elsa  Carolina  Sophie  -  27 

—  Emily  Louisa  -  A8 

—  Eric  John  -  A21 

—  Ernest  John  -  A3 

—  Ernst  August  Hermann 

Antoine  -  17 
—  Ethel  -  A17 


—  Ethel  Roma  St.  Germain  -  A18 

—  Frederick  Ernest  -  A5 

—  Frederick  Guy  -  A19 

—  F(rederick)  J(ulius)  -  E8 

—  Frederick  William  -  E2 

—  Geoffrey  Porter  -  34 

—  Georg  Friedrich  -  16 

—  George  Ernst  -  31 

—  George  Justus  -  28 

—  Gisela  -  30 

—  Gitel  Herz  -  Misc. 

—  Godfrey  William  -  E6,  E13 

—  Gregory  Pearce  -  35 

—  Hanna  -  11 

—  Hans  Georg  -  29 

—  Henry  E(dward)  -  E5 

—  Herbert  Victor  -  A10 

—  Hermann  -  23 

—  Herz  Hameln  -  4 

—  Isaac  -  3 

—  Isaac  Herz  -  Misc. 

—  Jacob  -  7,  9 

—  Joan  Marie  A28 

—  Johann  -  5 

—  Johann  Hermann  Antoine  -  13 

—  John  Alfred  -  A6 

—  John  Hunter  -  32 

—  Joseph  -  1 

—  Josephus  Herz  -  Misc. 

—  Julius  William  -  El 

—  Kathleen  -  A29 

—  Keith  John  -  A22 

—  Margaret  -  A34 

—  Margery  F.  -  Misc. 

—  Marie  -  18 
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—  Mary  F.  -  A15 

—  Maurice  -  see  Charles  Maurice 
—  Michael  James  -  A35 

—  Michael  John  -  37,  A39 

—  Moses  -  2 

—  Patricia  Alison  -  A26 

—  Paul  Dudley  -  A23 

—  Percival  George  -  A13 

—  Peter  Fennelly  -  39 

—  Peter  John  -  A27 

—  Peter  Lee  -  33 

—  Phillip  Charles  -  A38 

—  Reginald  -  A14 

—  Richard  -  E3 

—  Rodney  Frank  -  A37 

—  Samuel  -  Misc. 

—  Stephen  Reynolds  -  38 

—  Susan  Lee  -  41 

—  Susan  Ruth  -  A36 

—  Treinchen  -  10 

—  Wilhelmina  -  22 

—  William  -  19,  Al,  A4 

—  William  Charles  -  A30 

—  William  Ernest  -  A2 

—  William  Ernest  John  -  A20 

—  William  Ludwig  -  14 

—  Wolf  -  6,  8 

—  Wolf  Herz  -  Misc. 

—  Zella  Trelawny  -  21 

Dudgeon,  Isabella  Mary  -  A6 

Everett,  Louise  ■  21 
Evert,  Louise  -  Al 
Falls,  Caroline  Tucker  -  26 

—  Laurence  Horr  -  26 

—  Stephen  Winthrop  -  26 

—  Thomas  Norton  -  26 

—  William  Tucker  -  26 

Farrelly,  Winifred  Mary  -  A23 

Fennelly,  Jane  Reynolds  -  32 

Gilford,  Emily  Lentilhon  -  21 

—  John  Parkin  -  21 
Gottingen,  Jacob  -  11 
von  Guaita,  Sophie  -  13 
Hagemann,  Anna  -  18 

—  Dr.  Georg  -  18 
Halberstadt,  David  -  12 
Henderson,  Mary  Elizabeth  -  26 


Hoffmann,  Marn  -  16 

Holliday,  Terence  Bosworth  -  27 
Hone,  Githa  Joyce  -  A25 
Huelsen,  Minnie  -  17 
Hunt,  Kate  Georgina  -  16 
Isaacs,  Millie  -  E2 
Jaques,  David  -  12 
—  Friederike  -  12 
Kraut,  Wilhelm  -  18 
Lentilhon,  Antoinette  de  Tours  21 

—  Edward  Detmold  -  21 

—  Emily  Louisa  -  21 

—  Eugene  -  21 

—  Eugene,  Jr.  21 

—  Joseph  de  Tours  -  21 

—  Joseph  T.  -  21 

—  Marie  de  Tours  -  21 

—  Minna  -  21 

—  Pauline  Leonie  -  24 

—  Zella  -  21 

Luck,  Mary  Agnes  -  E4 
MacMurtie,  William  -  A8 
McGee,  Ethel  -  A13 
McKinnel,  Gladys  -  E6 
O'Brien,  Norman  -  A29 
Oppenheimer,  Friederike  -  5 
—  Sorchen  -  2 
Park,  Elizabeth  Delamater  -  31 
Porter,  Mabel  Alice  -  28 
Rider,  Sarah  Ellen  -  A2 
Rule,  Christopher  Simon  -  A26 

—  Jeremy  Charles  -  A26 

—  Leonard  -  A26 
Russo,  Anthony  Paul  -  A31 
Smith,  Margaret  Wearing  -  A24 
Steadman,  Edith  Annie  Roma  -  A5 
Truesdell,  Sally  Anne  -  33 
Tucker,  Elsa  Detmold  -  26 

—  William  Detmold  -  26 

—  Winthrop  Parsons  -  26 

von  Uslar-Gleichen,  Baron  Johann  Ludwig 
Ferdinand  -  12 
Webb,  Belinda  Anne  -  A28 

—  Bruce  -  A28 
—  Maxwell  -  A28 

Wheeler,  Charles  Brewster  -  21 
—  Lentilhon  -  21 
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